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1 Plan To Be 
At Your Next 
Bible School’ 


say Preachers From 
Arizona, Illinois, Mis- 
souri, Mississippi, Etc. 


PLANS FOR EIGHT GLORIOUS 
DAYS IN OCTOBER 


The Texas Centennial, a 25 mil- 
lion dollar World’s Fair, has just 
begun in Dallas and will run for 
six months, into the month of No- 
vember. From all over America 
people are coming to this World’s 
Fair. Many of them while here 
will attend the services at the Fun- 
damentalist Baptist Tabernacle, ev- 
en as did visitors yesterday. But 
we hope that many who cannot 
now attend the Centennial, will 
come to Dallas for a great south- 
western Bible Conference at the 
Fundamentalist Baptist Tabernacle 
in October and incidéntally see tne 
Texas Centennial. 

This morning (Monday) Mr. 
Byron A, Boaz from Arizona, says, 
“Hope I get to come to your Bible 
School next time.” A few days 
ago a letter from Mr. C. E. Hughes, 
Illinois, said, “We were sorry to 
miss the Bible class (Bible School) 
this spring, but are now making 
plans to attend the class this fall.’” 
The same word comes from many, 
many sources, 

We are planning what we believe 


(CONTINUED ON PAGE 2) 
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God Makes “The Sword of The 
Lord,” a Blessing to Many 


Comments From The Readers 


Last week we suggested that! 
readers say “Amen” when they 
were blessed by The Sword of the 
Lord. Already many had written 
expressing their gratitude to God 
for the inspiration and help from 
the pages of this paper. Many 
others are writing and we are 
happy to print their comments. 


A Soul Feast 


“Il had the great pleasure today 
of reading two of your papers 
(The Sword of the Lord), dated 
May 29th, ’36, and May 22nd, which 
were handed to me from my sister 
which has recently subscribed for 
the paper. My soul never feasted 
more heartily than it did upon 
those two sermons on paper. I 
am enclosing 35c in coin for the 
paper and does this amount pay 
for one year or how long? I hope 
to send in some new subscriptions 
soon and may God extend His 
blessing upon the paper as for as 
it reaches out. God give us more 
men who love the lost world.” 

(Signed) Mrs. 
Delvalle, Texas 


“I received the paper, “The 
Sword of the Lord’ since Febru- 
ary 7th. I get a great blessing 
reading it. Then I pass them on.” 

(Signed) Mrs. 
Whitney Point, N. Y. 


“We have been getting your paper 
and it is wonderful. . .It has been 
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work, would know better. The 
Brother replied, “That is what I 


thought!”’ 

, It is a matter of great grief that 
' any preacher should allow malice 
and jealousy to lead him into such 
slander and falsehood, 

I found that sound Baptist’ breth- 
ren in the North generally disbe- 
lieve the false charges that 1 had 
stolen his membership list‘and sub- 
scription list, that I advocated tak- 
ing up snakes, that I claimed mir- 
acle working powers, that my 
doctrine was “‘the one hundred per 
cent platform of the Holy Rollers,” 
etc., as stated in The Fundamen- 
talist. As a simple matter of fact, 
those charges are false and with- 
out any foundation. I have not 
changed my position on Bible doc- 
) trine these many years, I have 
| never had any connection with Pen- 

tecostal or Holy Roller people, but 
have shown many of them their 
error and baptized them into Bap- 
tist churches. I have always been 
opposed outright to such Pente- 
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costal heresies as speaking in 


LOOK HERE! 


If a red mark appears here, 
your subscription has expired 
whether paid by you or by 
someone else for you. 

Check the exact date your 
subscription expired by your 
address. “6-1-36” following 
your name in the address 
means your subscription ex- 
pried: June 1, 1936. Check up! 

The red mark means you 
must renew promptly or miss 
the paper. We must stop the 
paper where subscriptions 
continue unpaid. The subscrip- 
tion price is 50c a year. 
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“Behold, The Bridegroom Cometh” 


What Will Happen When Jesus Comes; Wise and Foolish Virgins, 
The Oil of Salvation. Who Will Be Left Behind? Will Back- 
slidden, Worldly Christians Be in The Marriage? 


The second coming of Christ is 
one of the most prominent themes 
of the Bible. Jesus gave many 
parables and illustrations of how it 
would be on the earth when He re- 
turns. In Matthew alone, chapters 
13, 24 and 25 are-given over en- 
tirely to teaching about the second 
coming. Jesus is pictured in the 
gospels as a Nobleman who has 
gone away to receive a kingdom 
and who will return to reign, as 
a Householder who has distributed 
his money to servants to use untii 
His return when they must give 
an account, and as a Landowner 
who sowed wheat in His field but 
whose enemy. (the devil) sowed 
tares. And in Matthew 25:1-13 Je- 
sus pictures Himself as the Bride- 
groom who will return to tnis earth 
to receive His bride, the saved, 
for a glorious honeymoon in Heay- 
en! The parable of the return of 
the bridegroom pictures only one 
phase of the Lord’s return. It does 
not discuss the fact that Jesus will 
return literally, bodily to the carth 
after the wedding in Heaven to 
reign on the earth. Such matters 
as the battle of Armageddon wh'ch 
will then occur, the restoration of 
the Jews to Palestine and the 
reign of Christ from David's throne 
at Jerusalem are ieft out of this 
picture. They will occur later. But 


© 


in simple and beautiful and mar- 
velously clear language the Lord 
Jesus pictures the time when He 
will return as a Bridegroom to 
take away His saints into the aiy 
for the wedding in Heaven. 

Read the Scripture lesson prayer- 
fully. It has marvelous beauties. 

“Then shall the kingdom of 
heaven be likened unto ten vir- 
gins, which took their lamps, and 
went forth to meet the bride- 
groom. 

2. And five of them were wise, 
and five were foolish, 

3. They that were foolish took 
their lamps, and took no oil with 
them; 

4. But the wise took oil in their 
vessels with their lamps. 

5. While the bridegroom tar- 
ried, they all slumbered and slept. 

6. And at midnight there was 
a cry made, Behold, the bride- 
groom cometh; go ye out to meet 
him 


7. Then all those virgins arose, 
and trimmed their lamps. 

8.. And the foolish said unto 
the wise, Give us of your oil; for 
our lamps are gone out, 

9. But the wise answered, say- 
ing, Not 80; lest there be not 

enough for us and you; but go ye 
rather to them that sell, and buy 


for yourselves. 


10, And while they went to buy, 
the bridegroom came; and they 
that were ready went in witn 
him to the marriage: and the 
door was shut. 

ll. Afterwards came also the 
other virgins, saying, Lord, Lord, 
open to us. 

12, But he answered and said, 
Verily I say unto you, I know 
you not. 

138, Watch therefore; for ye 
know neither the day nor the 
hour wherein the Son of man 
cometh.” 

The subject of the parable is the 
second coming of Christ. That is 
the obvious meaning of verse 13 
when Jesus closes with the admuv- 
nition, “Watch therefore; for ye 
know neither the day nor the L.our 
wherein the Son of man cometh.’ 
Jesus is the Bridegroom and by 
this term is called several] .times 
in the Bible. John the Baptist 
said: 

“Ye yourselves bear me wit- 
ness ,that I said, I am not the 
Christ, but that I am sent from 
him 

“He that hath the bride is the 
bridegroom: but the friend of the 
bridegroom, which standeth and 
heareth him, rejoice -greatly be- 
cause of the bridegroom’s voice: 

‘ (CONTINUED ON PAGE 2) 
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a comfort to us as we live where 
we never hear a sermon.” 

(Signed) Mr. and Mrs. G, B. 
Oakford, Illinois. 


Here Is Our Dinner 


“You wanted to know if the 
readers of The Sword of .ne Lora 
ever say “Amen.” Yes we do— 
every time we get the paper. We 
like it all. When we get the pa- 
per on Saturday morning about 
12:00 o’clock I take it in and say, 
‘Well, here is our dinner,’ and set 
down and read it before we eat. 
You see, Mr, B. is sick. He is 
not able to do anything. He ‘has 
been tor a year sick but he enjoys . 
the paper so much. We never go 
anywhere. He is not able. We 
would be so giad for you to come 
by some time when you are pass- 
ing through Weatherrord, 

“Brother Rice, | wish I could 
send you some money for you to 
send the paper to others as it is 
a great biessing to us. 1 baa i 
sent to some iast spring, but 1 
wish I could send it to a aundred, 
but we say “Amen and Amen” 
from the bottom of our heart.” 

(Signed) Mr. and Mrs. J. ly, B. 
Weatherford, Texas 


“People Everywhere Are Praising 


it 


“Enclosed find 35c postage 
stamps for which please send me 
“fhe Sword of the Lord’ for one 
year. 1 have just recently heard 
of your wonderful paper and peo- 
ple everywhere are praising it. 
seep up the good work.” 

(Signed) A, J. 
Duncansville, Pa. 


“I have received several copies 
of “The Sword of the Lord.’ I en- © 
joy them very much. May God 
continue to bless your work there. 
Thank God for a man that has 
grace enough, holy courage and 
boldness to stick to the good old 
book and hand out Gospel that 
really saves from sin.” 
(Signed) Mrs. W. B. 
Atlanta, Georgia 


Liked Sermon on "Mussolini Re- 


stores the Roman Empire’ 


“Enclosed please find 25c in 
stamps for five copies of ‘The 
Sword of the Lord’ the issue Fri- 
day, May 22nd. I wish I could send 
out a million copies of that sermon 
on ‘Mussolini Restores the Roman 
Empire.’ ” 

( 


Signed) 
Wilmington, Delaware 


“After reading your sermon, the 
Restoration of the Roman Empire, 
I must write you and say it was 
indeed a great blessing to me. 
Yesterday over the radio I an- 
nounced I would preach along the 
same line, Tuesday. Oh, how fast 
is the clock of prophesy ticking on. 
Surely our blessed Lord and Sav- 
iour Jesus Christ is coming’ soon. 
We the offering the Sword of the 
Lord free to every listener over 
the radio that will read it. Send 
the Sword of the Lord’to the fol- 
lowing. Send copies on “The Un- 
pardonable Sin’ and ‘Divine Heal- 
ing’ if you have them. Pre-date 
subscriptions to cover.” 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 3) 
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_ this my joy therefore is fulfiued.” 


| discipies did not fast because 
He, the Bridegroom, was witn them 
(Mark 2:19). The bride of Wurist 
will be His church, the saved. ‘ihe 
time of the wedding is when the 
comes, that is, when 
gt comes for the saved and we 
are caught up in the air to meet 
Him as foretoia in I Corinwuwans 
15:51, 1 : 52 and in I Thessalonians 
4:16-17, 


The Kingdom of Heaven 


The book of Matthew is the only 
one in the Bible where ihe term 
“the kingdom of Heaven” is used. 
In the first part of Matthew’s gos- 

John tne Baptist and Jesus 
preached, “Repent, for the king- 
dom of Heaven is at hand” (Matt. 
and the twelve 
apostles preached likewise, “the 
kingdom of heaven is at hand’ 
gt 10:7). Jesus meant that 

ee eee, heavenly kingdom on 
foretoid by Daniel and other 
prophets was now offered to the 
‘Children of Israel. Cnrist toeir 
frond was at hand. But they re- 
Christ and His kingdom. ‘he 
would not repent. The lead- 
ers soon set about to crucify Je- 


igs and the kingdom was post- 


Thereafter no more did Je- 
sus preach that “the kingdom of 
Heaven is at hand.” Through the 
rest of tne Bible we find that the 
apostles anu Jesus preached about 
the kingdom of God, but never, 
even in the book of Acts nor in 
any epistle of Paul or Peter or 
John are we ever told that the 
kingdom of Heaven was at hand 
any more. The kingdom of Heaven 
was at hand until it was refused 
and postponed. It is not now at 
hand. Later, in tne great triv.- 
lation, “the gospel of the king» 
dom” will be preached again (Matt. 
24:14), for then again the “gocd 
news” can be announced that the 
kingdom is near! 

After the kingdom was rejected 
and postponed and the Jews set 
about to crucify their King, Jesus 
gave many parables to expiain the 
postponement of the kingdom and 
the details of His second coming. 
The i2th chapter of Matthew 
gives a number of parables on this 
subject and each one of them be- 

with the statement, “The 
om of heaven is like, ” etc. 
In these parables, Jesus simply 


* meant, “I will illustrate some facts 


about the postponed kindgom by 
the ble of the sower, or of 
the grain of mustard seed, or the 
leaven, or the pearl of great price,” 
etc. Here, in the 25th chapter of 
Matthew likewise, we have two 
parables concerning the kingdom 
of Heaven and Jesus said, “Then 
shall the kingdom of Heaven be 


. likened unto ten virgins which took 


their lambs and went forth to meet 
the bridegroom.” Jesus said, “I 
will illustrate one step toward the 
om by the story of some 

ds who went out to meet 

a bridgroom.” We cail this the 
“parable” of the ten virgins, or the 
“parable” of the returning Bride- 
n. Actually, it is a true il- 
lustration and in many particular 
cases we have no doubt the esti 
ed just as Jesus t us 

eee This is the story of an ori- 
ental wedding. Bridesmaids did 
take their lamps (possibly a wick 
of twisted flax through a disc of 
earthenware) and a separate ves- 


® sel of earthware (like a sugar 


bowl or gravy boat) in which they 
carried oil. The wick, or lamp part 
was put over the vessel of oil with 
the wick going down into the oil. 
The wick would burn a little while 
by itself above the encircling disk, 
but it would soon go out unless 
ris “lamp” was ~— over the 
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3 - Behold, The Bridegroom Cometh’ 


pot of oil end the wick could con- 
stantly absorb the olive oil, The 


that word “lamp’”’ here in the Greek 


is “torch.” A torch of flax would 
not burn long unless one end went 
down in the vessel of ou. ‘This 
olive oil burned with no danger 
of explosion and that was the cus- 
tomary lighting system of the 
East. When the bridegroom came, 
the tarrying bridesmaids went in 
with him to the wedding feast 
which sometimes continued for 
three days, 
The Ten Virgins 

Some people believe that the vir- 
gin here is used symbolically as a 
Synonym for Christian, but that is 
not so. The word virgin, as far as 
I can find, is never used in the 
Bible in a symbolical sense — not 
once. If the term virgin is to mean 
simply a Christian, then Jesus 
might have been born of a Chris- 
tian girl, married, not a virgin, 
but of a human father, and Jesus 
would not be the Son of God, No, 
the word virgin simply means what 
it says. In the oriental marriage 
which Jesus describes here, ten 
single girls,’ selected to be bride- 
maids, went out to wait for the 
b m. These young women 
do not all represent the same class, 
If the fact that they were called 
single girls and virgins meant that 
they all picture Christians, then 
we would have ten Christians and 
five of them losing their salvation, 
and this Scripture would be con- 
trary to all the rest of the Bible 
which teaches the wonderful se- 
curity of one who has trusted in 
Christ. Or ten Christians and half 
of them getting left behind when 
Jesus comes, when the Bible plain- 
ly says, “We shall not all sleep 
but we shall ALL be changed. In 
& moment, in the twinkling of an 
eye” (I Corinthians 15:51, 52). No, 
these virgins are simply young 
women, bridesmaids, and they rep- 
resent the two classes who will 
be affected when Jesus comes for 
His bride. And every saved per- 
son will be raptured when Jesus 
comes. 

Five of these young women were 
wise and they proved it by taking 
oil with them, as well as their 
lamps. Five girls were foolish and 
while they took the wick which 
would burn for a little time of 
itself, they took no oil. The Script- 
ures do not mean that these fool- 
ish virgins had oil in their lamps 
and the oil burned out and that 
they should have had an extra 
supply in other vessels. No, these 
foolish virgins, the Scripture says, 
“took NO oil with them.” ‘they had 
the wicks but no oil at all. The 
wise girls had not only the wicks 
to burn, the wicks which everybody 
could see, but they had the inner 
supply of fuel that would keep the 
lamps burning brightly through 
long hours. They each had a ves- 
sel of oil into which the wick was 
inserted. The wick of the foolish 
virgins would char and smoke and 
the fire go out entirely. The wicks 
of the wise virgins would burn on 
continually because there was oil 
inside. There is the difference. 

The oil is the oil of salvation, 
and the wise virgins represent 
saved people, while the foolish vir- 
gins represent lost people. 

il many times in the Bible 
pictures the Holy Spirit, as it does 
here. One who is saved has the 
Holy Spirit within and “is born of 
the Spirit.” One who is unsaved 
may be ever so nice and fine out- 
wardly and with much human 
righteousness, but he does not 
have the presence of God Himself 
in the person of the Holy Spirit 
living within him. When one trusts 
in Christ for salvation. the Holy 
Spirit of God comes in and makes 
the body of the believer His tem- 
ple. It is the Holy Spirit which 
regenerates the sinner, and thus 
the sinner is born again and be- 
comes a child of God. Those who 
have the oil of salvation are those 
who have trusted Christ ,and so the 
Holy Spirit, Christ’s own personal 
representative has come in to 

e them and save them. 


Profession Versus Salvation 

All you who read this expect to 
be prepared when Jesus comes. 
The foolish intend to go out to 
meet Him and go into the w 
supper. But Oh! my friend, you 
had better make sure today! A 
good woman came to we with de- 
light to tell me that her unsaved 


husband had told her he some day 
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expected to be saved. She was 
greatly encouraged, but I told her 
sadly and frankly that everybcdy 
else, however wicked and Godless, 
likewise expected to miss hell some 
way. The simple fact is that those 
who are waiting for tomorrow to 
get ready to meet Jesus are likely 
to never be ready. 

Do you think it strange that 
these silly girls went out to meet 
the bridegroom with just the wick 
to burn, and no oil at all in their 
vessels? It was foolish. But they 
probably thought that the bride- 
groom would come in a moment 
and they would have no need of 
the supply of fuel which would 
guarantee that their lamps would 
Keep burning. I have seen unsaved 
people who could appear, and did 
appear, to be model Christians. 
One man I knew taught a Sunday 
School class and talked long and 
loud about morality. Nicoaemus, 
like all the Pharisees, was a fine 
moral man, though he knew notn- 
ing in the world about being born 
again! I have no doubt Judas Is- 
cariot was a good church member, 
and the apostles selected him as 
the ideal one to be treasurer! But 
he was lost! And yet these I men- 
tion all would expect to be and 
wanted to be ready to go with Je- 
sus to the wedding feast. 

Who is there that would want 
to be left behind when all the 
saints of all the ages rise out of 
their graves; when living Wuuris- 
tians are changed in a moment, 
rand caught up to meet Jesus; when 
the shout sounds loud around the 
whole world and the voice of the 
archangel ana the trump of God 
—who is there then who would 
want to be left in a world that is 
turned over to Satan and his man 
of sin. No! No! All want to miss 
that fearful time. The vilest sinner 
would like to see the pureness and 
holiness of Heaven. The Christ- 
rejecting, blespheming child of the 
devil yet wants to meet his mother, 
wants to have ease from pain and 
comfort for sorrow! Every one 
who ever wept longs for a giimpse 
of that Holy city where God shall 
wipe away all tears! Every one 
who has said goodbye to a loved 
one and has piaced sweet tlowers 
on the little mound’ where they 
were buried, would like to see the 
time when death and sorrow and 
pain and separation and good byes 
are forever a thing of the past! 
Yes, even you who read this who 
have never been saved, you wani 
to go with Jesus when He comes. 
You want to enter into the weiding 
feast. But I warn you as solemnly 
as I know how that you will be left 
behind if you do not have the oil 
of salvation. I beg you today to 
make sure, 


The Bridegroom Tarries 


Those who have a profession but 
really do not possess Christ, they 
may fool people for a little, but 
ere long they will stumble. Brother, 
your lamp of profession is certain 
to go out unless you have the oil 
of salvation. No man can fool 
God even for a moment, of course, 
but you cannot continue to fool 
even men. The man out of whom 
a devil went into dry places seek- 
ing rest found later on that the 
same devil returned to his house 
(this unsaved man who had re- 
formed), and brought witn him 
seven other devils, and the last 
state of that man was worse than 
the first (Matt. 12:43-45). There 
is no possible way to meet the 
requirements, my friend, without a 
real change of. heart, wrought in 
you by tne Spirit of God. Uniess 
you have been born again and have 
become a partaker of the uivine 
nature, all your profession, your 
good deeds, your lodge member- 
ship, your morality, will fade away 
to nothing. 

I do not know altogether why 
Jesus tarries and does not come 
for his poor saints. Part of it is 
because He is not willing that any 
should perish, we are told, but 
there must be another reason too. 
The tarrying of Jesus shows. up 
this old world as notning else could 
do. While Jesus waits and does 
not come, the world has gone mad 
for money, for pleasure, for power. 
The innate wickedness of mankind 
has soaked the world in blood and 
cursed it with war. Crime, hate, 
and ruin are on every hand. The 
tarry of Jesus shows up the true 
from the false. The wheat and 
tares look much alike when they 
first come up, but later at the 
harvest the two can be truly sepa- 
rated. At first glimpse the light 
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‘Cast Thy Bread Upon The Waters’ 


WILL YOU HELP GET THE GOSPEL TO THOUSANDS WEEKLY? 


» 
The actual cash expense of ro ty get out the gospel in every way 


ting 5,000 copies of The Sword of the 
Lord printed, addressed, and in the 
mails each week, runs close to $70. 
or $3,500.00 a year. This does not 
count anything at all for the time 
and labor of the editor, but only 
actual cash spent. The total in- 
come from 5,000 subscriptions at 
the rates we have used, would 
bring in less than half of the actual 
cost, and thus far there are prac- 
tically no ads in The. Sword of the 
Lord, This means that the editor 
is paying out of his own pocket 
approximately $2,000.00 a year, 
or nearly $40.00 a week to keep 
The Sword of the Lord going. 
Though the burden is heavy, we 
thank God for the privilege of get- 
ting out the papers. So many are 
being blessed by-them. Even as I 
dictated these lines, three minutes 
ago, a dear crippled woman walk- 
ing on crutches, stopped at the 
window of my study and asked for 
a copy of my paper! She said she 
always read it when she could get 
it and wished our prayers. In ev- 
ery state in the Union, and in a 
number of foreign countries, The 
Sword of the Lord brings bless- 
ings every week. Over 5,000 people 
get The Sword of the Lord every 
week, and surely thousands of 
others in the same homes read the 
paper. No congregation in the 
world assembles to hear preaching 
of the gospel Sunday by Sunday 
as large as the group which every 
week gets the gospel in The Sword 
of the Lord. No preachers living 
can reach so many each week ex- 
cept by the printed page and the 
radio. 

Eventually we hope and pray 
that the paper will be self-support- 
ing. As the subscription list mul- 
tiplies and more copies of the pa- 
per are printed each week, then 
printing cost will be less per copy. 
10,000 copies do not cost twice as 
much as 5,000 copies. Expenses 
per subscription should be less as 
we grow. 

But more important, when The 
Sword of the Lord reaches a cir- 
culation of 10,000 or more, we 
should begin to have a good deal 
of national advertising. Local mer- 
chants in Dallas do not find adver- 
tising profitable in a paper that 
goes around the whole world with 
only a few hundred copies in Dal- 
las. Eventually advertising should 
pay the printing cost of the paper 
and more, when it reaches a large 
circulation, but at this time, ad- 
vertising brings very little income. 
With the help of the Lord, I ex- 
pect to keep this paper going and 
blessing countless thousands every 
week, though I continue it at a 
very great sacrifice. 


Do You Want to Help in This 
Missionary Work 


The sermons, the Bible teachings, 
the devotional help in The Sword 
of the Lord are doing untold good. 
Every mail tells of the blessings 
people receive from God through 
this paper. The dear Lord has 
marvelously used it to win souls, 
to teach His Word, to encourage 
and bless Christians. I invite you 
to help me carry this heavy load 
until the paper shall become self- 
supporting, God willing. I believe 
that an offering sent to help on the 
expenses of The Sword of the Lord 
will do as much to take the gospel 
around the whole world as any 
way it could be spent. 

“Cast thy bread upon the waters 
and it shall return to thee after 
many days” (Eccl. 11:1), says the 
Word of God. By faith, I have been 
carrying on this work week after 
week, month after month, without 
any reward except that given by 
the dear Lord. It has been a joy 
of my heart to put money into the 
publication of this paper which 
otherwise would have been spent 
for things that we really needed, 
but did without. My good wife 
feels the same way and we have 
lived very simply, gladly denying 
ourselves that the gospel might be 
carried out to all the world. The 
young women in the office have no 
re salaries, even as I have 
none, and willingly give themselves 
to hard work and self-denial for 
the glory of God. The dear Lord 
helps me to supply their needs, but 
the readers would be amazed to 
learn how little they ask and get. 
We are trying to do our share to 


possible, and we are happy in the 
sweet assurance that God is bless- 
ing it and getting glory to Him- 
self through the pages of The 
Sword of the Lord, Over a million 
pages @ year are going out with 
the gospel in The Sword of the’ 
Lord. Praise God! We know that 
our labor is not in vain in the, 
Lord. 

Don’t you want to help in this 
blessed work? Do you want to 


take care of a part of the $40.00 ~ 


deficit this week? If so, send your 
offering and the dear Lord will re- 
pay. It will return to you after 
many days. First, you will have 
the sweet peace of knowing you 
are carrying out the great Com- 
mission and the Holy Spirit will 
bless your heart. Second, you may 
expect material blessings for we 
are plainly promised that “Give, 
and it shall be given unto you: 
good measure, pressed down, and 
shaken together, and running over, 
shall men give into your bosom. 
For with the same measure that ye 
mete withal it shall be measured 
to you again” (Luke 6:38). You 
will never get ahead of God. 

Paul told the Philippian saints, 
“Not because I desire a gift: but 
I desire fruit that may abound to 
your account” (Phil, 4:17). While 
your help would be appreciated, 
yet I do not want it given for my 
sake. Do it for Jesus’ sake and 
then when a soul is saved through » 
reading The Sword of the Lord, 
it will be charged, partly at least, 
to your account, and you will share 
with us the rewards which God 
always gives to soul winners and 
those who get out the gospel. 

We are trying to be faithful. 
We are happy in the work. We 
hope soon thousands of others will 
be reading The Sword of the Lord. 
But we trust that God will put 
it on the hearts of many to help 
us take care of the deficit and 
keep the work going. 


= 


“I Plan to Be At Your 
Next Bible School”’ 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1) 


will be by far the greatest pro- 
gram of its kind we have ever 
had, a program of Bible teaching, 
soul winning, fellowship, arid prac- 
tical demonstration that will be 
worth going across the United 
States for. Many preachers say 
that their ministry has been trans- 
formed by the three great Bible 
Schools or Bible Conferences which 
have been held in the Fundamen- 
talist Baptist Tabernacle in Dal- 
las. Who will ever forget the re-. 
markable conversions, the hours 
of blessing of the last one? 

The next program will be an- 
nounced later but meantime we 
hope that readers of The Sword of 
the Lord in every state in the 
Union will plan now to attend the 
great Bible Conference in Dallas 
in October. The date may likely 
be October 1ith to the 18th. Many 
are requesting a longer period. 

We cannot endorse everything 
about the World’s Fair in Dallas, 
but there are many truly remark- 
able exhibits that make this 
World’s Fair equal, and in many 
respects, excel the Century of 
Progress at Chicago. We suggest 
that visitors from many states 
make arrangements to delay their 
trip to the Centennial until they 
can attend our Bible School in Oc- 
tober. Let the Bible School and the 
fellowship with Christians from 
many states be the main thing, 
and incidentally see the great Tex- 
as Centennial before you return. 


—_——- 
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Gl ® 
i Aiirs. Ridgivay’s Gorner i 
By Mrs. Elizabeth Ridgway 


Manager, The Sword of the Lord 
and The Sword Book Room 


Fiere is a corner all my ow... | 
want to share with you some or 
the encouraging and thrilling let- 
ters that have come to me this 
week. 


A friend from Whitesboro 


writes: 


“How glad I am that you are 
now in Dallas. My cousin, Thelma 
Lawrence, and | were in your 
class many years ago—-and my! 
how we loved you. I am enclosing 
fifty cents for six of Brother 
Rice’s booklets.”’ 


A friend from Fort V/orth. 


>. 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Provine Street, writes: 


“I heard you talk over the radio 
yesterday and am very happy you 
are associated with brother Rice, 
and I think you have made a wise 
choice in selecting a place to work 
for the Lord. Please send me the 
list of good books and the copy 
of the paper (Sword of the Lora) 
and also enter my subscriptions 
for a club of four.” 


Another friend from F ort V/ orth, 
Sylvania Station, addresses this let- 
ter to Brother Rice and me: 


“I am enclosing $1..00 which wiii 
cover four suoscriptions. I rvad 
Brother Rice’s sermon on iiusso- 
lini to mother. We tiuink it is a 
masterpiece. We are rejoicing that 
you have Mrs. Ridgway with 
you. She is so capable and 
will relieve you of much responsi 
bility. Your articles a:e all an in- 
spiration.” 


Watch for me again next week. 


BOOKS 


Since Books for Your Summer Revivals © 


GLAD TIDINGS — 


Prepared especially for Revivals, Sunday Schools, Young People’s 
Meetings, and for all Church Services. $12.50 for 100; $6.25 for 50, 
carriage extra. $2.00 per dozen or 25c per copy . 


USED IN OVER ONE MILLION HOMES 
gh taccactndell S STORY of the BIBLE 


For 


By Jesse Lyman Hurlbut, D. D. 
Recommended by all denominations 
for its freshness and accuracy, for its 
simplicity of language, for its free- 
dom from doctrinal discussion. 


THE BEST GIFT FOR YOUNG 


AND OLD 


Teachers — Students — For 
Home and School 


the 


One hundred and sixty-eight stories, 
each complete in itself, yet forming a 
continuous narrative of the Bible from 
Genesis to Revelation. 

Beautifully illustrated with 218 pic- 
tres in colors and in black and white; 
over 100 famous Leinweber paintings, 
PRICE $2.00. Add 35c postage. 


SMITH’S 


Bible Dictionary 


TEACHER'S EDITION 


. Especially edited and brought up to date by 


Revs. F. N. and M. A. PELOUBET 
8 


| ENCYCLOPEDIA 
OF BIBLE 
KNOWLEDGE 


Over 800 Pages 
Colored Maps 
440 Illustrations 
Size 54 = 7% 
» 
ae superior value of 


Kvefyone acknowledge 
Dr. William Smith's Bib Dictionary, as con- 
taining the truit of the ripest Biblical scholar- 
ship. Itis practically the focndation, or father, 
of all other Bible Dictionaries. 


A new chronological harmony of the Gospels 
and History of the Apostles, together with 
Four Hundred Forty Illustrations and Bight 
Colored Maps made from the latest geographical 
surveys, this Bible Dictionary might be called 


' with equal propriety, a complete 


Encyclopedia, 
Biographical Dictionary and Gazetteer, which 
will prove itself of untold value to everyone in- 
terested in the study of the Sacred Scripture. 


BOUND IN DURABLE CLOTH 
$1.50 


Stamped in gold and ink 
(Add 15c¢ Postage) 


NEXT TO YOUR BIBLE 
The most valuable book is 


Cruden’s Complete 
Bible Concordance 


Most Practical 
Concordance 


@ This new edition of 
CRUDEN’s CONCORDANCE 
may justly claim to be the 
most accurate and com- 
plete CrUDEN’s CONCORD- 
ANCE to the Old and New 
Testaments. It contains 
upwards of 220,000 references. Every quota- 
tion and reference in this new Concordance has 
received careful scrutiny. The result is that 
many inaccuracies which appeared in the orig- 
inal editions and others which have from time 
to time crept in have now corrected. 
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Noteworthy Features: 


1. New, black, easily read type. 

®. Dictionary of proper words. 

3. All proper words capitalized. 

4. Explanations based on au- 
inority. 

5. Inctudes references to revised 
adition. 


€. Passages and references given 
~ one line. 


ROUND IN DURABLE CLOTH 
3 pages - size 644 x 83% $2.00 
(Add 15c Postage) 


We will order any good book that we do not have 


© 901 EAST TENTH STREET 


THE SWORD BOOK ROOM 


DALLAS, TEXAS 


God Makes ‘The 
Sword of the Lord’ 
a Blessing to Many 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1) 


(Sent in twelve one-year sub- 
scriptions — Signed) Rev. P.C.G. 
Buckeye, Arizona 


—e ee 


“I see in the May 22nd copy of 
‘The Sword of the Lord, that you 
have more extra copies of the ser- 
mon on “The Unpardonable Sin, 
also ‘Mussolini Restcres tue Ro- 
man Empire.’ Please send several 
copies to my address. Both ser- 
mons are wonderful. Oh, how 
thankful I am that we still have a 
few preachers that are preaching 
God’s Holy Word. The lost world 
is crying out for just such preach- 
ing. Your paper is the greatest 
in a Spiritual way that comes ip- 
to our home, 

“Enclosed find names of four 
more subscribers for your precious 
paper.” 
ares o. EL 
Delvalle, Texas 


(Signed) 


“This is Saturday night and I 
have just finished reading that 
great sermon, ‘Mussolini Restores 
The Roman Empire.’ As I have 
often thought of your sermons be- 
fore, it was the best I ever read 
and I got a wonderful blessing 
from it, in fact, I have just finished 
reading the whole paper, and am 
sending you subscriptions for four 
of my friends whom I think will 
appreciate “The Sword of the Lord.’ 
I often mail one to a friend in a 
letter and get a letter in return 
thanking me for it.... 

“I could never tell you how 
much I appreciate the encourage- 
ment and help you have been to 


'us in the mission work here 


through your paper, but I’m sure 

that God knows and will reward 

you for it in some way, so I just 
say, ‘thank you’ again for it.” 

(Signed) Rev. T. E. D. 

Cherokee, Oklahoma 


More Valuable Than Silver or 


Gold" 


“Have been getting your paper, 
‘The Sword of the Lord and of 
John R. Rice.’ Am glad indeed to 
have a friend send me a present 
like that. It is much more valu- 
able than silver or gold. I enjoy 
reading the messages contained in 
it very much..... I hope I am 


not too late to get four subscrip-: 
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‘Behold The Bridegroom Comet 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2) 


of a burning wick with no oil 
migot look like we light trom a 
weil filled lamp, but not arte: the 
bridegroom tarried awhile: | can- 
not lay on your heart tco stroagiy 
the fact that nothing in this wo-id 
will do when Jesus comics d't A 
new heart, mdwelt by the Spirit 
of Goa, that Holy Oue! 

In Sherman, ‘exas, severai years 
ago, God gave us a great revival 
where hundreds found Christ. 
Many strong, wicked men, old men 
as well as young, were gloriously 
saved. One nignt I preached on 
this Schripture, and a young mau 
named Allen was wonderfully 
saved. He lived in Denison, Texas 
and worked in the Chevrolet ga- 
rage. 

A night or two afterwards I saw 
before the service began a strange 
man in the back of the crowd, and 
as I shook hands with others, 1 
approached him and asked his 
name and whether he was saved. 
He told me that he lived in Deni- 
son, that he was not a Christian. 
As I talked to him further he final- 
ly said, “Do you know a man 
named Allen who was converted 
here the other night? Well, I work 
at the same place he does, in the 
Chevrolet garage in Denison. The 
next morning after he was saved 
he came home and told us about 
your sermon and how Jesus was 
coming and how one must have 
the oil of salvation. He told us 
he got the oil and he wanted us to 
come too. So I came tonight to 


tions for one dollar. Am enclosing 

one dollar for four subscriptions 
if it still holds good.” 

(Signed) Mrs, E, R. 8. 

Clay City, Indiana 


Echoes of Binghamton Revival 


“We want you to know that we 
surely enjoy your paper; it has 
been a great biessing to us and we 
look forward to receiving it each 
week. Our prayer each day is that 
God will continually bless you in 
your paper, radio and church work. 
Wish it were possible for us to 
hear your voice and Bro. Stroh’s 
over the radio again. We often 
think of the meeting in the old 
Binghamton Theater and wish they 
might be repeated.” 

(Signed) Wm. L, T. 
Port Dickinson, Binghamton, N. Y. 


(Continued in Next Issue) 


Baptist Centennial Camp Meeting 


JULY 10th TO 19th, AT DECATUR, TEXAS 


—_—_— 


By E. L. B-nta 


It was the privilege of the writer, 
accompanied by Mr. W. G. Stroh, 
Mrs, John-R, Rice and Mrs. Banta 
to attend a service at the Fun- 
damentalist Baptist Tabernacle at 
Decatur, Thursday evening, May 
28. A good sized audience was 
present. Several special numbers 
were given by Mr. Stroh. The 
Bantas also sang. After a ser- 
mon on the secona coming of 
Christ, a meeting was conducted 
in the interest of the proposed 
camp meeting. Other Baptist 
churches were represented. Fol- 
lowing a large vote to codperate in 
the proposed camp meeting on the 
said dates, a committee of five 
was chosen. The committee was 
composed of Rev, Loys Vess, Rev. 
Sam Anderson, Rev. Scott W. 
Hickey, Mr. R. C. Nutting and 
BE, L. Banta. Rev, Scott W. Hickey, 
pastor of the Fundamentalist Tab- 
ernacle at Decatur is to act as 
chairman of the committee. During 
the afternoon before the above 
mentioned service, it was our priv- 
ilege to visit the site of the camp 
meeting grounds which are known 
as the Wise County Old Settler’s 
Reunion Grounds. Some of the 
largest trees that I have seen any- 
where in Texas, with exception of 
the pine trees in Southeast Texas, 
are on this ground. They furnish 
beautiful shades. There is a splendid 
well of water and electric lights on 
the grounds. There are several 
frames on the camp grounds which 
can be used by any who have 
canvas wagon covers, or stack 
covers. There are a few buildings 
that can be used by campers. It 
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the coming issues 


—-— 


is planned to have tents for rent 
as well as cots. Those attenuing 
the camp will have to bring their 
bedding and toilet articles. There 
will also be a place where meals 
will be served on the grounds at 
a reasonable price. Arrangements 
will be made so that those who 
want to do their own cooking may 
do so. They may bring their own 
oil stoves or cook on furnaces ar- 
ranged for that purpose. 

Great interest is being manifest- 
ed in Wise County in the coming 
camp meeting. Many spoke very 
favorably in this eyening service 
regarding the camp meeting and 
how they were praying that it 
would be a time of great spiritual 
blessing and soul 


The committee is writing several 
ers and we hope at an early 
date to be able to announce their 
names. We trust there will be 
something of real interest and 
blessing to our hearts from early 
morning to late at night every day 
of the camp. 


Special Edition of Papers 


It is planned to have a special! 
Wise County edition of The Word 
of Truth and copies of this paper 
will be put in every home in Wise 
County. This paper will take the 
place of the circulars that we had 
thought of getting out when we 
wrote the various pastors about 
the camp meeting. Many have ex- 
pressed themselves as expecting 
to attend this camp. This paper 
will have further information in 

regarding the 
actual cost of cots, tents, etc., as 
well as speakers. 


- 
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He got the oil! Dear friend, if — 
you do not have the oil in your — 


vessel, I beg you to do it today, q r 
tonight, wherever or whenever you | | 
Nothiug else will ee 


read these lines. 
do when Jesus comes. 
With men profession may be all 


right, but when Jesus comes, rOS- 


a 


SHSSION, actual possession oi sal- ? Ny 


vation through the inuweiling 


Christ and the Huiy Spii:t ot God 


—that is what every one must “ts 


have to go with Jesus, be a part 
of the wedding party and pariake 
of the wedding supper in the glo- 
rious honeymoon in Heaven when 
all the saved gatner around that 
happy festive board. 

The Bridegroom tarries yet. But 
it is in mercy that He tarries. You 
can get the oil now and be ready, 
and I hope some one will today. 


"They All Slumbered and Slept” 


In verse 5 the Scripture says 
they all, wise and foolish, saved 
and lost, “slumbered and slept.” 
It seems that “slumbered” would 
have been enough, but they both 
“slumbered and slept!” Jesus put 
emphasis here. This is a picture 
of society as a whole when Jesus 
comes, 


I know there are those who be- — j 


lieve that if you art truly saved 


you will never falter, that your 


light will never need trimming, 
that your love will never grow 
cold. There are some who believe 
this parable teaches sinless perfec- 
tion and that only those who are 
so “sanctified” with “the carnal 
nature eradicated” will be taken 
by the Saviour at the rapture. But 
this very verse disposes of any such 
foolish and false and unscriptural 
idea. They ALL “slumbered and 
slept.” The betrayal of Jesus by 
Judas was heart breaking but 
some way the denial by Peter is 
infinitely sadder! It is sad that 
this world does not look for Jesus, 
is not ready for His coming. The 
world is getting mighty wicked and 
far away from God, but that is 
not the worst of the story. Infi- 
nitely worse is the other side of 
the picture. The churches them- 
selves are cold. Preachers of the 
gospel have more and more doubts 
about the Bible and salvation and 
God. Even born-again Christians 
find themselves entangled in the 
lust of the flesh and losing the 
joy of salvation. 
bered and slept.” If we needed any 
sign at all that we are in the night 
when Jesus shall come to take 
away His bride, the worldliness, 
the coldness, the fatal slumber in 
the churches would be sign enough. 
It is a sad fact that in the days 
just before the coming of Jesus 
we may expect Christians the 
world around, as well as the un- 
saved, to slumber and sleep and be 
unaware of the coming of the 
Saviour, 

Note this distinction which Je- 
sus clearly makes. A really saved 
child of God may slumber, but 
thank God he still has his oil! 
His light may grow smoky while 
he fails to watch and pray, but 
thank God that light does not go 
out! I am glad that my salvation 
does not depend on how carefully 
I watch. It depends on the Holy 
Spirit of God within me who never 
allows that Heavenly spark to go 
out! God's children slumber, they 
fail to watch, they fail to pray. 
Doubtless multiplied thousands of 
Christians will be greatly embar- 
rassed when Jesus comes, but since 
they have the oil of salvation, they 
will go in to the marriage! Broth- 
er, sister, unsaved friend, let me 


press hard on your heart that while — 


it is a good thing to stay awake 
and watch, the only possible way 
to be saved is to have the oil of 
salvation, let the Holy Spirit of 


God come in and make you God’s_ 


child, by faith in Jesus Christ. 


Jesus Will Come “At Midnight" 


There are those who foolishly be- 
lieve that this world is getting 
better. Far from it! There are 
those who think that our schools 
and hospitals, our laws, our peace 
treaties, our churches and our 
clubs, our relief agencies and our 


Red Cross and Community Chests 


will bring this world out of its 
darkness and sin and suffering 
that contradicts the Bible ite 
contrary to all observation. 
world is not getting better, er 
worse. There are more divorces 
(CONTINUED ON PAGE 4) 


“They all slum-. 
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_ Paper bound, 47 pages, Price, 15c. 
‘Add 3c postage. 


@lation and Daniel, and study them 


. pages, 20c pér copy, $2.00 per doz- 


-ette cover, Thirty-two pages. 25c 
a copy; $2.00 per dozen, Add 3c 


Bey. yeas The book is commended by Gov- 
© ernor Allred and should be read 
> by every official. Many Scriptures 


_. murder and kidnapping, both Old 
and New Testaments and in all dis- 


3 resulted in many conversions. Ev- 
ery parent ought to read it. It 


fe ! how to safeguard your own boy. 
> .. Paper bound, 20 pages, Price, 15c, 
>» two for a quarter. Add 3c postage. 


As someone has said, “Holy men 
of God wrote small books on great 
subjects.” The books listed below 
are not very large in size. They are 
but are scholarly, 
deeply spiritual and have been 
greatly used of God. 


“Bible Lessons on the 
Book of Revelation” 


_ With the present day world-wide 

itions, the study of Revelation 
increasingly important. 
sript interpretation. Chapter 
xy Chapter with hundreds of refer- 
ences makes the book of Revelation 
& new book to you and as easily 
understood as the Gospel of John. 
Paper bound, 47 pages, price 25c 
@ copy, $2.00 per dozen. Add 3c 

e. 


“The Second Coming 


of Christ in Daniel’’ 


A concise, clear teaching of the 
outline of prophecy, The two-page 
chart explaining the four worid 
empires, Daniel’s seventieth week, 
and the day of the Lord, is worth 
more than the price of the book. 


aa. 


(One cannot understand Revela- 
tion without understanding Daniel. 
I suggest you get both books, Rev- 


together. ) 


“Rp: 
Bible Lessons on the 
Book of First 
° ° 9? 
Corinthians 
This book will help the Christian 
settle from the Scripture problems 
about verbal inspiration of the Bi- 
ble—the judgment and reward of 
Christians — church discipline — 
marriage and adultery—the Lord’s 
Supper — bobbed hair — spiritual 
gifts—the tongues movement—the 


Resurrection and rapture — and 
Christian giving. Paper bound. 40 


en. Add 3c postage. 


THE DANCE 
—Child of the Brothel, Sister of 


Drunkenness, Lewdness, Divorce, 
and Murder, The Mother of Lust 
— A Road to Helll 


A remarkable, enlightening and 
alarming sermon on the modern 
dance. Given before a great audi- 
ence in Dallas. Stenographically re- 
ported with other material added. 
Plain, shocking, convincing Bible 
preaching that shows the folly, 
danger and sin of the modern 
dance. Give this book to dancers 
and mothers and fathers. It will 
do the work! Fine eggshell-tinted 
book paper, orange-colored leather- 


Electrocution of 
nd Hamilton” 


“The 


death penalty for 


pensations. A piercing Bible mes- 
Sage, a tender gospel sermon that 


shows the influences in a boy’s life 
that tend to make a criminal, also 


/ 


goguery and corruption. The home 
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Behold The Bridegroom Cometh’ 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8) 
ever. Wars increase every- 
re. Governments multiply 
bureaus and increase laws and 
taxes, but the also multiply uema- 


decays. The pulpit has lost its fire 
and you cannot tell the church 
from the world. Jesus will not 
come with the world in the bright 
morning of a glorious age of peace 
and prosperity. He will not find 
peace on earth generally and good 
will toward men. When He comes, 
He will not ‘find that the meek 
have inherited the earth or that 
His will is done on earth as it is 
in Heaven. The coming of Jesus 
will not be at morning or at noon- 
day, but it will be at the blackest 
midnight this world has ever seen. 
The civilization of the world has 
entered into the shades of a night 
which will see it utterly destroyed. 
The curse that was put on the 
world for man’s sin, will increase 
until rivers are turned to blood, 
until the armies of the Antichrist 
are possessed with devils, until 
the Man of sin himself is Satan 
incarnate, and until the armies of 
the world are slain in one day! 
The shadows gather now, yea, it 
is far toward midnight. And when 
midnight comes, then we will hear 
the shout, “Behold! the Bride com- 
eth, go ye out to meet Him!”’ 

There is a Scripture that speaks 
of the coming of Jesus as the ris- 
ing of the sun and here is a sweet 
and blessed lesson for the child of 
God. In Malachi 4:2, God speaks 
of Jesus as the Sun of righteous- 
ness and says, “But unto you that 
fear my name shall the Sun of 
righteousness arise with healing in 
his wings.” But that promise is to 
the Jewish nation and refers to 
the return of Christ in glory to 
reign at the close of the tribula- 
tion time. To New Testament 
Christians looking for the rapture, 
Christ is not the Sun of righteous- 
ness, but “the bright and’ morning 
Star” (Rev, 22:16). The star aris- 
es in the night, and so in the midst 
of the wickedness and sin and fail- 
ure and heartache and sorrow and 


DISTRIBUTING CHRISTIAN LIT- 
ERATURE IS A WORK IN 
WHICH EVERY CHILD OF 
GOD CAN ENGAGE 


Some of the greatest preachers, 
like Richard Baxter, were saved 
by reading a small booklet. Pray- 
erfully choose the booklet suitable 
for one’s need and see that the 
booklet is put in his hands. 


“What Must I Do to Be Saved?” 
20 pages. One copy free. $1.00 
per hundred, ° 

“Can A Saved Person Ever Be 
Lost ?”’ 

24 pages. 5c each, 30c dozen, 
$1.50 per hundred, 

“Christ’s Literal Reign on Earth 
from David’s Throne at Jerusa- 
lem.” 


24 pages. 5c each, 40c dozen, 
$2.00 per hundred. 

“Sunday or Sabbath, Which Should 
Christians Observe ?”’ 

16 pages. 5c each, 80e a dozen, 
$1.50 -per hundred. 

“Speaking With Tongues, Is Ic the 
Bible Evidence of the Baptism of 
the Holy Ghost?” 

20 pages. 5c each, 30c dozen, 
$1.50 per hundred. 

“Rebellious Wives and Slacker 
Husbands.” ? 

24 pages. 5c each, 40c a dozen, 
$2.00 per hundred. 

“Hell, What the Bible Says About 
It.” 

44 pages. 10c each, 60c a dozen, 
$3.50 per hundred. - 

“Bible Baptism.” 

64 pages. 10c each, $1.00 a dozen, 
$5.00 per hundred. 

“Be Ye Not Unequally: Yoked To- 
gether with Unbelievers.” 

36 pages. 10c each, 60c dozen, 
$3.50 per hundred. . 

“A Church That God Blesses and 
Why.” | 
50 pages. 10c each, $1.00 dozen. 


— Special Offer — 
One complete set of John R. Rice's 
fifteen books,, postpaid, for $1.25 
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ruin of this world, Jesus will come 
to take away His bride! AT MID- 
NIGHT! To the Jewish nation in 
the tribulation time looking anxi- 
ously fur their Messiah whom they 
had before rejected but now seek, 
Christ will arise as “The Sun of 
righteousness’ and will usher in the 
glorious day of His reign on earth. 
But first, He will come like the 
Bridegroom to steal away His be- 
trothed, His bride. Jesus the Morn- 
ing Star will take us away in the 
night of this world’s wickedness. 
But when He returns with us, He 
will bring the morning and He will 
be the Sun. As the beloved Dr. 
R, A. Torrey said during the world 
war, “When all around me the 
night grows blacker and blacker, 
some way my heart grows light- 
er and lighter, for I know that 
soon it must be midnight and Je- 
sus must come,” The blacker the 
night, beloved, the nearer is mid- 
night and the coming of the Bride- 
groom, 


He Comes! He Comes! 


What a shock to this old world 
when the cry goes out “Behold, the 
bridegroom cometh, go ye out to 
meet him!’’ Some have spoken of 
this coming of Jesus as if it would 
be secret, but it can not be secret! 
For one reason, there is the shout 
and the voice of the archangel 
and the trump of God. When the 
trumpet sounds loud enough to 
wake the dead, and the voice of 
the archanbel calls scattered bones 
to assemble, and decayed bodies to 
re-form in a glorified state, and 
when the shout of the ascending 
millions makes the Heavens ring, 
oh! oh! Brother, there will be no 
secret then! And this very Scrip- 
ture shows that unsaved people as 
well as saved people will know 
when Jesus comes. The foolish 
virgins without the oil of salva- 
tion heard the cry, “Behold, the 
bridegroom cometh!’ They, too, 
wanted to go and they saw sud- 
denly that their lamps were out! 
Every lost person in the entire 
world will know when Jesus comes 
to take away His bride, and every 
poor, condemned sinner will wish 
he had been ready and will want 
to go! The foolish virgins turned 
and said, “Give us of your oil; for 
our lamps are gone out,” but 
Brother, you can’t get it that way. 

In a barber chair in Decatur, 
Texas, years ago I hear a man 
say, “Do you know what I am de- 
pending on to get me to Heaven? 
It is the prayers of my mother. 
Not a day for thirty years but that 
she has prayed for me and I be- 
lieve that she will get me there.” 
My friend, the devil never left a 
hope more false and baseless than 
that. When Jesus comes, mother 
has no time nor power to take 
along her unsaved boy. When Je- 
sus comes, the husband may plead 
with his wife in vain to wait for 
him, but she will have to say, “No, 
you must go to the One who can 
save. I have only salvation enough 
for myself!"’ At that time the one 
who relies on mother’s prayers, 
on a wife’s goodness or on any- 
thing so false, such will be utterly 
surprised and disappointed. Only 
those who have the oil of salva- 
tion will go on that wedding jour- 
ney and enter in before the door is 
shut to the wedding feast. 

Sometimes a man says, “I let 
my wife do the praying.” Yes, and 
many a poor, wicked sinner lets 
his wife take the children to Sun- 
day School. 
Bible, his wife teaches the little 
one to pray. Many a sorry, shabby 


husband and father puts on the’ 


shoulder of his wife all the duties 
of religion and he himself goes on 
with his cursing, his drinking, or 
perhaps just as guilty, his mind 
is occupied with business or pleas- 
ure. Friend,. your wife may do the 
praying now, and-.the church go- 
ing, and the Bible reading, but one 
day if you ever get in the door to 
the marriage, you. yourself must 
have the oii! It will be too late 
then to say, “Give us of your oil 
for our lamps have gone out.” Sal- 
vation is an individual matter and 
every man, woman and child must 
himself trust Christ for salvation. 


" And The Door Was Shut". 


God has opened so many doors 
of mercy and held them open so 
long despite our wicked heart and 
our rebellion and rejection of His 
mercy. The door of salvation He 


keeps open again and again. The 


His wife reads the 
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door of opportunity He holds open 
long. God is good. His love goes 
out to every sinner. God opens the 
door for sinners. 


So now the door of the marriage 
is open, but do not presume on that 
fact, sinner, for one day the door 
will be shut! When Jesus comes 
in an instant, in a moment, “in 
the twinkling of an eye” to snatch 
up His saints, to meet Him in 
Heaven, then the door to the mar- 
riage and the wedding supper will 
be closed. The Scripture here does 
not say that the door of salvation 
will be closed, but the door to the 
wedding will be closed. 


That meeting of all the saints 
of the ages in Heaven—do you 
want to be there? Then get in be- 
fore the door closes. Do you want 
to see Jesus in all His resurrec- 
tion glory, as He presents us with- 
out spot or wrinkle to His Father 
and our Father? Then get in 
Brother, get the oil of saivation 
so you can come in before the 
door is shut. Are you h ry for 
a glimpse of the Father’s house 
with many mansions which Jesus 
has gone to prepare for those who 
love Him? ‘Chen remember when 
Jesus comes, the door will be shut 
and you will miss the excursion 
unless you have a ticket ahead of 
time, salvation by the blood. Get 
the oil while you can, before the 
door is shut! 


How to Be Ready 


I cannot close this message with. 
out trying to make clear the pian 
of salvation. Christ died for sin- 
ners. His death on the cross paid 
for all your sins. Salvation is free, 
if you will put your trust in Christ 
you will be saved. The Holy Spirit 
will come in and change your 
heart... 

You depend on doctors when you 
are sick. If you were in jail you 
would call a good lawyer and risk 
him. You risk a bank with your 
money. If you can trust men about 
matters like these, then surely you 
can trust Christ to save your soul. 
Trust Him today. Ask Him to 
save you and believe that He does. 
Depend upon Him! 

Remember that Jesus said, “Him 
that cometh to me, I will in no wise 
cast out.” If you will open your 
heart and trust Jesus as your own 
Saviour today, you will have the 
oil of salvation and be ready when 
the cry-goes out, “Behoid, the 
bridegroom cometh.”’ 


Will Anyone Be Saved After the 
Rapture? 


When the door is shut to the 
marriage and sinners are left be- 
hind, can sinners then be saved? 
That is a question often asked. 
Yes, it seems clear that sinners 
yet living on the earth after the 
rapture will have a chance to be 
saved. These foolish virgins were 
told, “Go ye rather to them that 
sell, and buy for yourselves.” Verse 
10. tells us that “they went to 
buy.” It seems clear that the 
foolish virgins had a chance to 
get oil even after the door was 
shut to the marriage. Later they 
came and begged to be let into 
the wedding, but they were not ad- 
mitted. The bridegroom would not 
let unknown people into the house 
past the midnight hour, and taat 
is used as an illustration that 
those who -are not ready at the 
rapture will have no second chance 
to partake of the wedding feast in 
Heaven. If they are alive and have 
not committed the unpardonable 
sin, it seems clear that they might 
be saved, but their lot wouid be 
to remain on this earth through a 
time of terrible tribulation and 
wickedness and sorrow while all 
the saints who were ready are 
enjoying the marriage in Heaven 
with Christ and the Father. .Reve- 
lation, chapter 7, tells us of 144,- 
000 Israelites, and a great multi- 
tude that no man could number 
from every nation and kindred and 
tongue, and we are told that these 
“Came out of great tribulation.” 
Some will be saved when their 
loved ones are taken away. Some 
will speedily seek the Lord, when 
they are plunged into the sor- 
rows of that time of tribulation, 
such as never was on the earth, no, 
nor ever shall be again. But they 
stay here to be put to death by 
the Antichrist when they will not 
take his mark in their foreheads 
or in their hands. They remain 
on this earth to be hunted like 
wild beasts or to die in the plagues 
that will take one-half of the popu- 
lation of the world! 

Oh, my brother, it will be a ter- 


rible thing to have the door shut 
in your face when Jesus comes, 
and you are left behind . The sad- 
est part is that with such a ter- 
rible price to pay, most sinners will 
never seek the Lord after mother 
and father and the preachers who 
love God are taken away. Many 
of you now will not be saved, be- 
cause you will not face the langh 
of a companion. Do you think yuu 
would turn when it might raean 
your death to be on the side of 
Jesus in the great tribulation? 
Not likely! Multitudes will never 
seek God if they are not saved be- 
fore the rapture. I beg you, do 
not wait until the door is shut! , 
Get the oil of salvation for your | 
lamp today. | 


WATCH! 


Therefore, since Jesus is coming 
our duty is to watch. Verse 13 
Says: 

“Watch, therefore, for ye know 
neither the day nor the hour 
wherein the Son of man cometh.” 


Nobody knows when Jesus is 
coming. There is not a way in the 
world that the time can be set. 
You cannot learn it in the Bible. 
You cannot learn it from the great 
Pyramid. Signs on every hand in- 
dicate that the coming of Christ 
is near, but there is no way to tell 
the day nor the hour. Jesus may 
come at any moment, and there- 
fore, we are commanded to watch. 
Keep your lamp trimmed and 
burning for at any moment you 
may hear the cry, “Behold, the 
bridegroom cometh; go ye out to 
meet him.” Preachers must preach 
it. Christians must watch and 
pray for in an hour that we do not 
expect it, while we, as well as the , 
world slumber and sleep, Jesus 
may come. Get those saved who 
are dear to you, or they may be 
left behind when the door is shut. 
Give your testimony. Clear your 
skirts, or you will be ashamed be- 
bore Him when you go into the 
wedding supper! 


‘Has Your Church — 
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those who commit such sin, 

The Sword of the Lord has now 
something over 5,000 subscriptions 
while the paper which carried such 
charges has a circulation of ap- 
proximately four times as much. 
It has that advantage at present. 
But the dear Lord has helped and 
will help that the truth: be known. 
In His mercy He has raised up 
friends on all sides for this paper. 

The promise of God in Isaiah 
04:17, “No weapon that is formed 
against thee shall prosper; and 
every tongue that shall rise against 
thee in judgment thou shalt con- 
demn. This is the heritage of the 
Servants of the Lord, and their. 
righteousness is of me, saith the 
Lord” is a wonderful comfort to 
the servant of God who relies upbr 
it. One may ‘safely put his confi- 
dence in the Lord and not be dis- 
turbed. 

I call the attention of every — 
reader to the fact that even in 
this necessary statement, correct- 
ing false impressions, there is no 
malice and no attempt to harm. 
I shall rejoice in whatever good 
is done by -anybody, and when- 
ever the gospel is preached, like 
Paul, I will rejoice whether I be- 
lieve motives are right or not. 
That is for God to judge. Our part 
is the part of quiet trust, praying 
for all, and walking a straight 
path in the light of God. I would 
be a poor disciple of the Lord Je- 
sus Christ if I were not some- 
times abused, misrepresented and 
misunderstood. And it is certainly . 
not a matter to repine about for 
Jesus plainly commanded us to 
“beware when all mén speak well 
of you,” and to rejoice when man 
cast out your name as evil, for the 
Son of man’s sake. 

Meantime this incident should ,. 
prove a lesson to Christians every- 
where. The Scripture plainly tom- 
mands us, “Against an elder re- * 
ceive not an accusation, but be- 
fore two or three witnesses” (I 
Tim, 5:19). Let us. be warned 
against receiving lightly charges 
against God’s prophets. Do not 
take the word of any one man 
25 ck a preacher, the Scripture 
commands. [I suggest that we 
should particularly beware of one 
who has proven himself so often 
self-seeking and unreliable in his 
statements, and that all the more 
when he attacks honest, Bible be- 
lieving, soul winning preachers. 


